Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.073; wR factor = 0.197; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
The title compound, C 9 H 8 N 2 O, was prepared from o-xylene by nitration, oxidation, hydrolysis, reduction, chlorination and cyanation. There are two molecules in the asymmetric unit with a dihedral angle of 20.15 (7) between their aromatic rings.
Related literature
For related literature, see : Wang et al. (1999) .
Experimental
Crystal data Enraf-Nonius, 1989 ); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software ; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BQ2111).
can be useful not only for the treatment of PD, but also for the treatment of RLS. We report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), which is of interest to us in the field.
The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig.1 , where the dash line indicates C-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Table 2 ). The dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings of the molecules in the asymmetric unit is 20.15 (7)°.
The title compound, (I) was synthesized according to a literature reported before (Wang, 1999) . The crystals were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.35 g, 2.0 mmol) into 25 ml of methanol and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 4 d.
Refinement
All H atoms bonded to the C atoms were placed geometrically at the distances of 0.93-0.97Å and included in the refinement in riding motion approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq of the carrier atom. The O-H and N-H distances were constrained to 0.82Å and 0.86Å and these H atoms were refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq( N) and 1.5U eq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of (I), which is a asymmetric unit with two molecules, with the atom-labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. Dash lines indicate C-H···O hydrogen bonds.
2-Methyl-3-nitrobenzyl cyanide
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.029
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.2º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.3º 
